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IMLEC 2026 – COMPETITION INFORMATION


Sheppey Miniature Engineering and model society (SMEMS) considers Health and Safety and Diversity relating to members, visitors and the general public to always be of the highest importance.

These notes are intended to help all person attending the above event. There will always be members of SMEMS onsite to help with anything.

Please do not hesitate to ask a SMEMS member for help.

The track speed limit for IMLEC and other running is 7mph. Some sections are speed restricted and speed signs must be obeyed. The driver is responsible for managing their train, loco and rolling stock, and its speed, together with the safety of passengers and the general public at all times.

There are three semaphore signals. Situated at the end of the platform, at the finish line and as a station starter, another just before the transverser and start line and also one on the station approach. These must be always obeyed.

Competitors on their arrival should ‘check in’ with the SMEMS member who is in the steaming bay to register their loco and present boiler certificates plus insurance.

As the steaming bay is limited for space, please do not place your loco in that are until 1½ hours before your allocated run time.

Unloading is onto a steel plate at the entrance to the steaming bay. Assistance will be given by SMEMS members if required. A spot in the bay will be allocated. Once in the steaming bay the competitor will be allocated an observer who will assist, within IMLEC rules as required. The observer will stay with the competitor until the end of their run and agreed data has been passed to the calculations team.

Please unload locomotives, or turn on the steel plate, cab at rear to facilitate ease of entry to the track. Runs are made in a clockwise direction.

SMEMS running procedures require guards on muti carriage trains. This person will be provided by SMEMS.

Locomotives will be attached to the dynamometer car by a solid bar and pins, with R clips, provided by SMEMS. Safety chains can be used, in addition but are not mandatory.

To ensure the Locomotive or tender does not get caught in the track no part must protrude below rail level, to ensure not contact with the track or any sensors. Please check the coupling pin at the locomotive end of the coupling bar.

The use of spark arresters is not mandatory.

All trains will be coupled, uncoupled, by SMEMS members in the start area. The number of trollies required and passengers having been predetermined with the competitor.

Dynamometer cars will be used supplied by Leyland and Fareham model engineering Societies.

During the competition additional water will be provided in plastic containers in either 2 pint or 4-pint quantities. These will be passed to the observer at the station for passing to the driver as required.

No additional coal is available during the competition run. All coal will be weighed and allocated before the run commences.

Overnight security is competitors’ responsibility
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